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measure of first-class importance, die National Insurance scheme for sickness and invalidity of which Mr. Lloyd George was the principal author. This measure, which organized medical attendance on the panel system and provided support in sickness for millions who otherwise had no resource but the poor-law is now universally accepted, but when first introduced it encountered a storm of opposition. It was new, it was said to be German and un-English; doctors opposed it, popular newspapers raised their voices against the "stamp-licking" which accompanied it and implored their readers to stand firm against the invasion of their liberty and their privacy which the scheme involved. The Government lost by-election after by-election as the Bill passed through its various stages in Parliament, but Mr. Lloyd George showed remarkable skill and resourcefulness in winning over the insurance societies, educating the public, and bringing the doctors to reason. The Bill passed early in December, and escaped all but minor amendments in the House of Lords. The tide turned in the following year, thanks largely to the efforts of a voluntary Insurance Committee which sent its emissaries all over the country to combat prejudice and explain the method of the new Act. By the end of the year 1912 the Government was able to report that the new scheme was working smoothly and gaining in favour.
The Irish Question
There awaited the Government, when Parliament met on February 14, 1912, the most formidable and testing of all its legislative tasks—the final attempt to settle the Irish question by the establishment of a subordinate Parliament in Dublin. All the anger and bitterness generated in the constitutional conflict of the previous year were now to be concentrated on the question of Ireland.    The Unionist party was unrepentant in its opposition to Home Rule in any form, ™* if anything, had rather hardened in its attitudf   1 twenty-six years which had elapsed since Mr. ^ effort.   The Liberals were in a position ir ~1; had a clear majority over the Irish, tl-evicted from office, if the Irish vof opponents alleged that they were a<t contrived during 1911 to pass tkough ParEajnmt at least oneclamour of these times.consult the Chairman of Ways andto that portion, and the King did no more than promise t0:}pTC effect to die decision of the people, provided that ifccisjba was tinambiguously expressed on an issue clearly c^lafaed to than, fe order to place that beyond doubt the King imbted that the Parliament Bill, which had been read a fest tone in the Hoose of Commons, should be submitted to the House of Lords also befoire the election, and to that Asquith agreed* tordsf* Commons and jmbEc were thus apprised in of the proposals which were now submitted to theut Egypt by giving
